
REPORT
of the

'"£T~.£ 1J.1Lf. • A
FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDED

NOVEMBER, 1939

A summary of the first year of the operation of C&~, sho' lng
the gro th of interest in the hobby of the study of the equip­
ment and operation of s'treet, Rapid Trans1 t and Interurban
Electric Railroads ever here.
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CENTRAL ELECTRIC RAILFANS' ASSOCIATION
_______.1.2.40..EDISON BUILDINGCHICAGO--------------------------------­
PLMSI IQTlcA1lm'qLLY: In.tead ot billing each member for his fees for th~.period December ~ ,·,1939 to

Boyeaber30,'1940 the Board feels that the time, Axpenle and effort that would~be required
tor thi. could better be utilised in the preparation of this ~lr.t annual rePort, outlining the events
Which baye taken place durlngtbe -rear palt and lerying as a reminder that ALL inl tial membership. will
require renewal tor the ,ear to come. '1'BDE WILL BE NO FURTHER NOTICE, .so mak~ a note to send your
re.lttancee to the financial Officer, Central Ilectric ~11fan81 Association before the holid.ay lealon
catches 1OU. If 70U are filing the bulletins fortuture reference you will be glad to know that material.
for a Northern Indiana Railway bulletinil now on file and will be worked into lhape within the next few
weeks. Other bulletin. promised will"" deal with the Indiana net~rks. llpP YOOR S[BSCRIPTIOB NOW.

REMINDJ:RS OF SOME EVENTS OF TIll LAST YEAR

HISTORY: Increasing interest in electric railway operation and lack of an organization to foster
thie hobby locally led to the formation ot OERA, during the 8U1IIler of 1938. The first

steps were taken by the founders in two pioneer trips. one to Valparaiso on the Gary Railways and the
-other to Milwaukee on the North Shore Line. Theae trips revealed a large group of F.D~iaet. eager to
have a club as a meeting place to d1sCUI.8 and leat-nmore aoout electric ·railwa71.

Accor~ingly a small fund wa. e-talced by the foundera and a group of prospective railfane
wae sollcl ted to attend the inaugural meeting. at which plane for the CENTRAL IL.,TRIC BAILFANS'ASSOCI­
ATIOR were laid and a lerle~ of monthly meetlngs arranged. Trip. followed. baled on the pioneer. as to
form and in the practice of liaulng an elaborate' 80uvenir publication that would be of value not only
to those on the trip but would a110 make a good addition to the.record files of remote railfana.

For the· benefi t of such railfan. who would care to baye copies of the Bulle-tine a mem­
bership classification, SUBSCRIBING. wat created that included annual eub.crlption to the Bulletins and
a rate of $1.00 per year wal set for this clall.

Bailfans In the Chicago area. it was thought. woiUd derl'Y8 molt of the benef1 t of local
elBA acti'Yitiel. e.pecial17 the meeting" 80 it waadecided that a separate clal.itieation.~,
should cover their membership. This claa. of member submitl to more rigiti entrance requirement" in­
cluding the examination 8S to knowledge of electric. rail_y JD8.tterl and election by previoulJ Active...
Be a180 pa78 8 higher fee. During the first year tbe fee tor Active member.hip was $1.00 per year, not
including sublcrlptioD to Bulletins, but by act ot the Membership October 20. 1939 the rate was re<1.uced
to $1.50 including subscription and the former Active-Sublcribing clas8ificstion was 8uperceded thereby.

MEMBERSHIP: Stalkng with the nucleus of 6 charter members CDA bas grown 8teadily thru the year till it
bas toda7 83 members in full ,tanding in addt tion to recogni tion among railfan clubs thru­

out the count~ as an exceptionally active group. The attendance at the fir~t meeting of the current
sealon, October 20, 1939 wal 75, which i8 believed to set a record for electric railway fan groupl, if
not amongrailfan clubl - "J.l· lort••

MllTIlIGS: Meetinge "ereheld at first nD irregular dates each month but it wal loon found that ,.,
regular meeting on the third Jrlday of each month gave Ie•• interflrence to the actiyi­

tiel. of other groups. 'l'hru the courtesy of the Yarious electric railways around Chicago the appropriate
spac~ of pal.eDger car. set out in conYenient terml-nals was util1!ed for eGA gg,therings. Table I sets
forth detail. of meetings. Ho formal meetings were held during ~er monthe, but members gsthAred on
the several trips to keep polted on the lateIt ~lectrlc rail~y developments.
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BULLftlIfS: CDABulletlnl originated on the firet trip, even betore the club itself. and were such a
popular aean. ot keeping a record of trips and ot the hi.tory and other facts "concerulng

electric rail~1 that ,the policY' of iS8l11ng them has been incorporated into CERA'. fundamental activitiel.
hlletina i.medon the occa,ion .ot tripe are distributed to the pal.enger. andcopfel- ot all!ulletlne
are distributed to all membera. There 18 al~ 8, small calh .ale of BulletIn. to personl interested in ob­
taining 8ingle copiel. ' The total expend! ture tor the production of Bulletin. beginning wi th Bulletin 1 on
the Borth Shore Lille hal been $160.00. and the total expenditure tor printIng ot noticel.- tlclcetl, tonaa.
and"other incidental. bring. a· sum of $200.92 for the year.

Attlrlt the, Bulletine were onl7 description. ot electric railway., containing.hiato!7' .p.
rOlter, car plane 'and photographl but other type. ot Bulletl,ns euchal _ps. drawings and etraight detailed
rOlter. were triedeXperlmental17 and found to make the Who. more diver,tried and interesting. When the tir.t
of theee were iS8ued the1 wer-enot numbered in the Bulletin aeries but a eugge.tlon frclD one of 'the members
,... adppted 'to make all Publi~tlon81n the tuture !ulletlnet and members "i11 thus be able to ltilow whether
th~ hay. the tali .et. by r.fering to the number.. Table III gives detail. ot Bulletin.

, TIlIPS: AI alread1 mentioned the fir,t t1ro trips were held prior to
the actual formation of CIRl. and the third trip was run at

the time the actual aem'berlbip incl'ldedon17 the charter members. The
fourth ,trip. taken in regular carR, wai given a number ae recognition
Of the pa••ing ot a line. Trip 5 was proposed and managed entirel)" b1
the ,coDlpaD7 oyer ..mlch it ran, aa Cmu. ._ at that time preoccupied with
the problems of getting organized, but was endor.ed and supported by CIIA.
Table II givel detail. ot the varlou. trips. During the current year
there •• a total incellle of $1350.98 and total, expese of $1296.12, on
accountot triPI. Dot including the cost of bulletins.

EDCtJ'l'IVI :BOARD: For the in! tial period elBA affairs were administered by a self-appointed loard of 3 from
the rounder., Frank I. Butte as Regi.tration Officer. George Krambles as Publicity Officer and

BernardL. Stone ae Financial otricer. At the fir,at annual election May 19, 1939 the three original off­
icers wer'e elect8d and in addition the two followingJlen were choeento fill '~ae8nt poste: Wallace M. Rogers
as Secretar7and John J. Brown as Special Representative for Street BailwayMatters. In addition to the
regular month11 ••et~. of CERA the Board assembles at lealt once a month for the purpose of dispatching
CDA buaine••• planning programs and tripe a8 selected by the members andbudg~tlng CIBA's expendi tures.

0l'BJm AOTIVITY: 'During the year CDA carried out aome work, in the direction or propagating interest in
electric railways and in the railtan ho~b7. CIBA interelted Mas. Traneportatlcn Journal,

trade paper ot the industry. in railfan events and waB instrumental in the eltablishment of this paper's
well kn01fJ\ "Railfan DoiDge" section. a regular monthl,. fee.ture. General publielty hal been carried on to
acqua.int railway Operating people with railtans for mutual benefi t. Envelope .tuffers. begun originally to
utilize otherwise was,ted space in small printing J,obe ordered _by CERA. have been used to acquaint our corre­
spondents :with ellA alme.

CJ:Rl offers i t8 assistance in &n1' practical- way to any operating railway company and thi8 ler­
vice wal availed of b7 one roed that utilized a drawing, iswed first &8 a bulletin ot CJBA. together with a
complete cover design for its cnrrent public timetable. on a recent trip CIBA was given the opportunity to
be the first to ride a modernlzed~car ot this same road and on this trip the opinion of each rai1fan 8e to'
the modernized car ... 80licited 'on a qU8stionna,ire. TheBe bave since been given careful scrutiny b1 offic­
ials of the company.

COOPERATION WITH Cfl'BER CWBS: Shortly after the inception of CDA it wa. propo8ed by E. Jay ~inby. National
Secretar7 of the El~ctrlc Railroaders' ABlociation that CIRA become a regional division of

the national group, thus establishing a common bond of friendlhip betweenCIBA memb~re and membere of other
ERA groups thruout the countr1'. This suggestion was welcomed b,. the tounderl and put' into effect at once.

~
In Chicago it was found that many members of the Railroad

Club of Chicago were dellrou,8 of participating in CERA activ­
ities as the time and facilities of the Railroad Club were
taxed by the vast amount of Iteam road material at thei-r
d,isposal, so it was decided to 1tOrk in close cooperation
with trAt group in all matters. especia1lyin planning trips

, and time of meetings. For purpoee of coordination thru the
enthusiastic support of Mr. Ray Colombe. Pre'sident of the
Railroad Club. the Cbicago Council of Railfsn Clubs wae
formed to decide any inter-fraternal questions.

During the year there were received a number of inquiries
from other ral1fan clubs a8 to eERA pelicies and methods and
these ~ere welcomed and given careful attention with a view
to exchange o'f this information to improve club tunctions.
Chief among these other clubs was the Railroad Boo8ters· of
Los Angeles who8e Melching ~ .ichstaedt brother! and their
nest informative paper t'lbeel Clicks" gave many good idea••

cars

3
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TABLI I. Dlrl'ImS

BO. DATI BILD PLAC~

1 Oct 14. • 38 CSS&SBlUl
a Noy 11. 138 CRs&KRR
3 Dec 16. 138 CAIIIR
4 Jan 13. '~q laRK
5 reb 10. 139 CSS&SBRR
6 Mar 17. •39 CNS&)(RR
7 Apr. 21. '39 CA&ERR
8 May 19. t 39 IClUl
9 Oct 20. t 39 ICRll

40
45
45
42
52
65
47
55
75

PIlcnlWl (See Bote) .
Kovle. or Tem. inte.r~rban,. Inaugural aeetinc
Dinner in dining ear 409. movi •• of CBS&-M. ta1ke about road.
Moviel of CRTCo Car Malntenanee. lit examination. for membera.
Inlpection ot IC terminal
Koviel of American Tran.it ASln. 1937 progress.
Dinner in diner 409. Sl'de. & talk on traction lin•• of Illa.
Movies of the fir.t CIIA fan trips. talkl.
Movi"e, of other fan tripa. lit annual election of Board.
Moviea of Weltern Interurban & Street Ry••

Bote: In addition to the .nrogram outline•• th..re was a bUlin@.s aee.ion at each of the aeetinge.

TABLI II. CIRl TRIPS
!lO. DATI OLD BAILWAY .ATTDDABCI

1 ·'Mayl. 1938 Gary Railways 75
2 ·lJune 19. •38 Ch~o•• N. Shoe Ie Milw. HR. 180
3 .Aug. 20. '·38 Indiana Railroad 15
4 Oct. 16. 138 Ga~ R~ilway. 15
5 • Oct. 23. • 38 ChiCAgO Surface Lines 75
6 -,reb. 12. t 39 .Chicago Rapid Transi t Co. 85
'1 * Mar. 19. 139 Gary Railways 27
8 ·'Apr.·23. '39 Chicago & West Towns Ry. 47
9 *'Jun. 25. 139 Chgo. S.5ho. & S.Be:nd RR. 156 -

10 • Jun. 4. 139 Chgo.-N. ShOe Ie Mi1w. R.R. 34
11 May 28. '39' Cedar Rapid8 & Iowa ey. Ry. 11
12 ·'Aug. 6.' 39 Chgo. Aurora" Elgin iR. 85
13 • Aug.' 20. '~9 Illinoi8 Terminal Co. 72
14 • Sep. 3. 139 Indiana Railroad 24
15 • Sep. 4. '39 Indiana Railroad 21
16· ·'Sap. 17. • 39 CNS&J.l-TKilw. Elec. Ry. -' T.Co 80
17 • Oct. 29, 139 Ohgo. I.Sho. & Mi1w.-TMIR&TCo 48

D:lSTlNATIOliS & RllWtXS

Gary-Valparaiso. lIt Ilect. 17. trip nr. C~.
Chgo.-Milwuke~Uunde1ein(Intire Inter'bn 57s.)
·Chartered ear oyer rt. Wayne loop froll Indpls.
Gary-Valpo. account lalt Sunday of operation.
ledzie Barn-South Shope
Met. Divi.io11. Weatch'r & Mt. Carmel lin48
Gary-Hobart-Indiana Brbr., day AlTER abandoDJDeDt
Cicero-LaGrauge-Oak Park
Cbgo-S !~nd. lide trip HIRY S.Bend-Mishawaka
Chgo-Wauk.-Mund. for members only
Test run C&LI car for benefit of elBA.
Chgo-Iheaton-.Aurora-Batavia
Decatur-Springfield (Se!t note)
Indianapolie-Loui.sville and, branche••
Indianapolie-TerreHeute and branches.
Cbgo-Xenoeha-Sheboygan. Transfer in Keno via Wo.u
Chgo-Ki1_. inau«Ural trip CNSlM moderni£ed ear
716, and side trip Mil.. to TM training school
and ear barna.

lote:Trip 13 rUn in connection with Railroad Club of Ohicago trip over Wabash Railroad between Chicago and
Decatur in which Wabash train was transferecl to ITS and hauled to ITS shope with electric engine. Th~

CERA epecialtra1n out of Decatur consiated cfthe regularITSpassenger.!Df)tor and parler carl.
• Indicatea Special CERA souvenir pa8s was i8sued. f Indicate. bulletin issued.

*Ialued prior to pr••ent>JiWaberingsyatem.
Gary Ry. bulletin DOW out of print. stockreaainlng on others.

SAI& PRICI
TABU .111. CIR1 BULLETINS' ,
NO. Dl'n TITU OJ' BULL:&:'l'IB
,. Ua7. 1938 Gar)" Ial1waye. Valparalao Division
*- 'June. 1938 North ShoreLine. J'an-Trip Timecard
1· Nov•• 1938 North Shore Line De.cr. Bulletin

• Jan•• 1939 North Shore Line Sketch "High Iron"
2 J'eb•• 1939 Chicago Rapid ~ran.it Co•• Met Diy'n

• liar•• 1939 Map of Traction Linea ot. ·Illine1,
3 Ap~•• 1939 ':Chicago -' 'elt Town. Bail_)"
4 Jun., 1939 Cbgo. South Shore &S. Bend R.R.
5 Aug., 1939 Ohicago Aurora &Elgin R.R. Boater
6 Sep•• 1939 The Mi1w. _lee. Ry. & Tr. Co. BOlter 6

Drawing of articu1.ted d1~ car
., 50... 1939 .Annual ll~or.tror 1938-1939

15;
15;
101
~

151
151
l~

251
151

151

hpm:Lp~y

Publicity Officer
BOTUlber 17. 1939
CDA form 58.

Duplicate copiei of this Bulletin (~7) Dey be leeured upon requeat
froll the Publicltl Offic,r. eDA. 1240 EdilOn Building. Chicego.

4 .:

~ectfully Igbaitted,
John J. Brown
rruk B. Butt,
George J[ramble.
Wallace M. Iocer.
Bernard L. Stone

IDCUTIVI BOA1lD, CIBA
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